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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Eighteenth Report — “Clarification of Auditor General’s Advice on Statutory Secrecy Provisions  

and the Auditor General Act 2006 (WA)”— Tabling 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.03 am]: I am directed to present the eighteenth report of the 
Standing Committee on Public Administration, “Clarification of Auditor General’s Advice on Statutory Secrecy 
Provisions and the Auditor General Act 2006 (WA)”. 

[See paper 1258.] 

The PRESIDENT: Does the member wish to make a statement on behalf of the committee? 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Thank you, Mr President. 

The report states at page 1 — 

On the 21 November 2013, the Public Administration Committee wrote to the Auditor General, Mr 
Colin Murphy, in the following terms:— 

“At your presentation at the Australasian Study of Parliament Group Conference on 
3 October 2013, you stated, in relation to the ‘secrecy provisions’ of the Auditor General 
Act 2006: 

Our legal advice also suggested that the information could not be provided under 
section 23, where the Auditor General has some discretion. However, the advice 
also indicated that the application of section 23 was not clear and recommended 
legislative amendments to clarify the relationship between sections 23 and 46. 

This Committee notes that you previously gave evidence to this Committee, published in 
the Special Report of the 38th Parliament on 27 June 2012, indicating that the advice you 
received from the State Solicitor’s Office did not address s23 of the Auditor General Act 
2006. Indeed, the legal opinion you provided to the Committee at that time deals 
exclusively with s46. 
Therefore, the Committee seeks clarification on this apparent discrepancy between the 
oral evidence you provided the Committee on 20 June 2012 and the copy of the legal 
advice you provided the Committee on one hand, and the statements you made at the 
ASPG Conference. Specifically, the Committee would like to know whether you received 
additional legal advice, written or oral, that contemplated the operation of s23”. 

The matter of statutory secrecy provisions and their possible, practical implications for parliamentary privilege 
was the subject of that conference. In the interests of fully informing debate on this matter, the public 
administration committee has published the Auditor General’s response to the committee’s query as an appendix 
to its report. 

The committee is satisfied with the response it received from the Auditor General, and I commend the report to 
the house. 

Nineteenth Report — “Inquiry Into Patient Assisted Travel Scheme — Terms of Reference” —Tabling 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.05 am]: I am directed to present the nineteenth report of the 
Standing Committee on Public Administration, advising the house that on 26 February 2014, the committee 
resolved to commence an inquiry into the patient assisted travel scheme. 

[See paper 1259.] 

The PRESIDENT: Does the member wish to make a statement on behalf of the committee? 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Thank you, Mr President. 

I would like to draw members’ attention to this inquiry that has been commenced by the public administration 
committee. The report of the committee states — 

The Committee is to inquire into and report on the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme in Western 
Australia, in particular: 

1) how adequately PATS delivers assistance to regional people accessing specialist medical care, 
including: 

a) the level of funding applied to the transport and accommodation subsidies provided; 

b) eligibility for PATS funding; 
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c) the administration process; 

d) whether there is consideration of exceptional circumstances; and 

2) any incidental matter. 

The committee hereby acquaints the Legislative Council with this report. The committee will be advertising for 
submissions in relation to this inquiry. Members will recall that late last year, the patient assisted travel scheme 
was the subject of a motion before the house, which received support from across the chamber. The committee 
would encourage all members to widely circulate among their networks that this inquiry is on foot, and to make 
submissions to it. 
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